
ALASKA RANGE: “KUSKOKWIM CLASSIC”

2025 DATES: June-August, book early for best dates & pilot availability

LOCATION: South Fork Kuskokwim River, Alaska Range

TUITION PER STUDENT: $2600.00

WHO THIS IS FOR: Packraft enthusiasts looking to take their paddling & wilderness skills to
the next level-ideal for anyone ISO gaining the knowledge necessary to comfortably take on,
create & execute their own remote backcountry packraft river trips. This is a guided trip for
class II or class III paddlers (2 different options) and a great route if there are “mixed levels” in
your group.

GROUP MAX: 7 students, 2 instructors/guides

EXPEDITION SNAPSHOT: The learning objectives of our guided trips & expedition courses
are to develop skills necessary to be your own wilderness packraft guide. You can be involved
with the “big picture” planning & preparation process from start to finish if you’d like- APS
instructors share what goes through their heads & how they plan for personal & professional
expeditions. We'll get you in the “mind of a guide,” gaining more tools, insight & training from
instructors who have almost 20 years of experience getting others ready for & executing
Alaskan backcountry packraft trips.

You will meet with your guide/instructor for a one day on-water assessment, safety refresh &
skill refinement lesson catered to your group’s needs. This prep day is an essential ingredient
for the success of the trip. Not only will we help you enhance your personal boat control &
paddling skills - it’s a wise move, taking time to practice & review important river safety &
self/group rescue scenarios before flying into a remote wilderness setting with limited
resources.



We’ll also review & assess any personal gear or get you acquainted with any rental & group
gear before the following day's flight into the Alaska Range. All teammembers will be
self-supported: carrying food, camping equipment & potentially shared group items. This
allows you to become familiar with & develop confidence with trip gear while refining
“systems” you’ll use on your own future packraft trips.

RIVER CHARACTER & DIFFICULTY: (not edited as of nov 8th)

Although the section of the Kuskokwim labeled "Hellsgate" sounds like it might contain some
demanding whitewater, the difficulty does not exceed class III. The canyon is mostly class II+,
even at high flows, the South Fork Kuskokwim has countless fun waves and large “hit or miss”
challenging features- also easy to avoid if your packrafting style is less aggressive. Most rapids
are class III- with a “pool drop” character and plenty of time to recover or pause before the
next challenging obstacle or whitewater feature. The Kuskokwim Hellsgate Canyon is an
Alaskan gem; the name attests to the area's incredibly spectacular & unique geologic
character as it cuts through & separates the Teocalli & Terra Cotta Mountains.

Below the confluence with the Hartman River, the paddling is swift and braided without
significant whitewater moves, but plenty of opportunities to practice boat control & refine
paddle strokes while navigating through glacial channels.

TRIP PREPARATION:

An integral part of learning how to plan for personal expeditions involves creating a route
plan or trip itinerary. We will discuss & plan our exact route and daily mileage together during
the pre-trip virtual meetings

● May-June, date/time TBA: Two 1.5 hr ZoomMeetings, 1x month

EXPEDITION ITINERARY

DAY 1: Trip Prep & River Skills/Safety Refresher



● Location: Matanuska River, Glacier View Alaska
● Lodging or camping on your own July 4th

DAY 2:Meet at airstrip in Chugiak, AK early in the AM (exact flight time TDB by weather, will
know day prior). We will packraft up to 10 miles after drop off, camping near next morning’s
day hike.

DAY 3: From our night 1 campsite, we’ll leave our camp set up while we hike & explore Mt
Rich (5,180 ft), approx 5 hours round trip. We won’t move camp, but instead rest & wake up
early for the following BIG river day!

DAY 4: Paddle Hellsgate Canyon, camping downstream of Hartman River confluence.

DAY 5: Paddle to Rohn airstrip. Late afternoon or early evening air taxi pick up back to
Chugiak. Drive back to Anchorage that evening.

TOTAL RIVER DISTANCE: 45 miles (over 4 days)

KUSKOKWIM CLASSIC COURSE PREREQUISITES

1. A desire to learn and adventure with a team of capable female river enthusiasts.
2. Physically capable of course itinerary & paddling 4-6 hrs each day.
3. Ladies who do not want a “guided” trip, but want to be an active participant in the

planning process and success of the group.
4. Teammembers must be emotionally & physically fit; have ability & willingness to

adjust to changes inevitable in wilderness environments & what “The Alaska Factor”
may throw at us.

5. Proficient swimmer.
6. Minimum 18 yrs old.
7. Having taken a packrafting clinic or course prior & experience on class III moving

water. ACA packraft paddling clinic (2-day), or equivalent training or significant
previous kayaking or packrafting experience may also qualify. Qualification/acceptance
remains at the discretion of APS.

8. Having taken Swiftwater Rescue Training within 3 years (certification course, training
OR instruction with APS).

9. Familiarity with your own personal packraft, river gear & camping equipment; you
should be willing to acquire the gear needed for this expedition and to plan and
prepare with other teammembers. Review the gear list for more info on what’s
essential for this trip. River related rental items are available, please contact the school.

PAYMENT POLICY & PROCEDURE



A $600 non-refundable deposit via credit card is required to secure your space. The
remaining balance, $2000, will need to be received through Nuvision Federal Credit Union
bank transfer, cashiers or personal check. $1000 is due 30 days after deposit & remaining
$1000 is due by June 1st, 2024. However, the remaining balance is due immediately if you are
registering after June 1st.

Paying the remaining $2000 by credit card is an option, but with an additional 3% fee; $30 for
each $1000 payment, adding an additional $60 total.

CANCELLATION POLICY: A cancellation fee will be charged in the event that you need to
cancel your trip for any reason. It is strongly advised that you consider purchasing travel
insurance which, in most cases, will recover costs or fees due to cancellation – please inquire
with your insurance provider.

CANCELLATION FEES: Note the cancellation policies for expedition trips are different from
course cancellations listed in the Terms & Agreements online.

● All monies will be returned (less the non-refundable $600 deposit) if you cancel by
May 1st.

● If you cancel after June 1st, no refund will be issued of any funds collected – Travel
insurance is highly recommended. We understand the financial commitment,
however due to backcountry flight costs that APS pays in advance to reserve your
space & logistics/planning involved with participant to instructor ratios for a safe
expedition execution, we actually lose money in the event you cancel. However,
exceptions can be made on a case by case basis in the event we are able to fill your
spot with another qualified participant.

● APS will not issue future credit for amounts paid if participants cannot attend.
● If you need to cancel prior to launch date, it’s possible your $$ may be transferred

to another individual that meets all prerequisites & you’ll receive a partial refund.


